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Loss Control Insights 
       Pro’s of Surveillance Cameras 

  

  Surveillance cameras in public places can help to ensure public safety. Through surveillance 
cameras, the police can both prevent crimes from happening and can quickly solve criminal cases 
with material evidence. In addition, surveillance cameras protect against property theft, and 
vandalism. 

We live in a world where people are concerned about their own personal safety at the workplace. How 
many times have heard about incidents of workplace violence? 

One of the questions often asked is are Security Cameras an Invasion of Privacy? 

In a public surveillance cameras good or bad debate, the first question is whether the surveillance 
cameras in public places are an invasion of privacy? No straightforward answer for that question 
some say yes and other say no. 
 
What we do know public surveillance does help with the investigation and protect us. There are no 
laws that prohibit surveillance cameras in public places. In fact, laws on surveillance cameras in 
public places are sparse and only a few of the states in the United States pass statues that regulate 
the public usage of the video surveillance.  

Public Surveillance Cameras Reduce Crime Rate 

Video surveillance statistics show that camera surveillance does reduce crime – after security 
cameras were put in public, crime incidents drop significantly. If an individual knows that there are 
live surveillance cameras in a certain area, they may be less willing to commit a crime near the 
location for the fear of being caught. 
 
Public Video Surveillance Helps Catch Criminals 
 
If a crime is committed in an area where a public surveillance camera has been set up, the chances 
of catching the criminal are much higher. Facial recognition software has improved greatly over the 
years. So, if criminals are captured by security cameras in public places, the local authority is able to 
recognize and catch them easier with facial recognition technology. Posters can be created, and the 
images can be publicized to help spread the word about the criminal. 
 
Without the surveillance cameras in public places, it can be extremely difficult to gain a quality 
description of the person who committed the crime, even if there were eyewitnesses. Catching 
criminals is one of the best benefits of surveillance cameras in public places. The bombing at Boston 
Marathon is a good example. It only took the FBI three days to release blurry shots of the two 
suspects, taken by a surveillance camera installed in a department store. 

Video Cameras in Public Locations Provide Evidence and Gather Clues 

Another benefit of surveillance is that any footage that captures a crime being committed can be 
used in a court of law as evidence against the accused. 

In some cases, if there were no surveillance cameras in public places, there would be little or no 
evidence to convict the person of the crime and the individual may go free. With night vision security 
cameras on watch, criminals can be recognized even if they commit a crime in dark areas. 



 

 

 

Additionally, in some cases, the public video surveillance footage can also help prove someone's 
innocence if they have been accused of a crime that they did not commit. 

Public Video Surveillance Brings Convenience for Everyday Life 

Some municipalities have placed cameras on stop lights as a way to help prevent 
people from speeding or from going through a red light. And also, relevant authorities 
can monitor road conditions with the live surveillance cameras. So, they can make real-
time traffic reports, helping people choose the right time and road when going out. 

 

 
	
 


