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 Loss Control Insight 
                   Beware of Bees and Wasps 
 TIPS FOR KEEPING BEES and WASPS AT BAY 

If you’ve ever been harassed by an annoying yellow jacket while weeding your garden, you’re not 
alone. As temperatures climb with each passing day of summer, we usually face a growing battle 
with ornery wasps and hornets and those pesky little yellow jackets. 

Yellow jackets, wasps, hornets and honey bees are all usually referred to as "bees" by the general 
public. They are actually often beneficial, preying on other insects 
but they are stingers, thus they pose a potential health threat. 
While no species will attack a human except in defense of their 
colonies, if they are provoked or disturbed they can become 
aggressive. They may respond by releasing hundreds of 
defending workers which are all capable of delivering several 
stings. Honey bees are an exception; they can sting only once." 

The stings can be painful, causing itching, pain and localized 
swelling. The stings can be fatal for those allergic to the venom.  If 
you kill one wasp in the spring, you actually kill a colony that may 
produce more than a thousand wasps later in the season, she 
says. 

Sudden cold snaps in the spring can sharply reduce wasp population for the rest of the year. Since 
only queens survive the winter, the number of wasps is low every year in the spring. During spring, 
the single queens emerge from hibernation and begin to build nests and produce offspring. The 
number of wasps goes up in the summer and peaks in the fall each year. Wasps are usually relatively 
harmless in the spring, but their defensive behavior increases throughout the season. 

There are usually few incidents of stings in the spring, but their colonies become larger during the 
season, and they become more defensive as food becomes more scarce. In the fall they show up at 
picnics, barbecues, around garbage cans, at dishes of pet food placed outdoors, and on ripe or 
overripe fruits. 

There are two types of wasp nests: aerial nests and in-ground nests. A nest may house hundreds 
or thousands of individual wasps. The best way to prevent unpleasant encounters with wasps is to 
avoid them. 

There are a number of different options available to remove nests, if wasp nests are considered a 
nuisance or are posing a latent threat, have them professionally removed. Otherwise, the nests 
should be left alone because they are beneficial insects. 

Other wasp management methods include removing old nests and scraping the point of attachment. 
Caulk openings in attics, window frames and around wall penetrations to keep over-wintering 
females out of unused rooms and spaces. "Wasps are usually not a problem if there is no food 
around to attract them, so keep food and drinks covered and keep garbage in tightly sealed cans. If 
you anticipate a big wasp problem this year, start trapping wasps this spring and continue this 
summer and fall. 

Do not use gasoline to burn ground-dwelling wasps. When attempting to rid your home or yard of 
wasps, have first-aid supplies available, and plan for emergency care for sting victims who are 
dangerously sensitive. 


