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Loss Control Insights 
                                   Hand Tools Safety 

 
 
Hand tools are relatively simple devices, which can lead some people to believe they pose little or no 
risk. This mindset is one of the reasons injuries involving hand tools are common. 

To avoid problems, follow these simple rules when using hand tools. You and others around you will 
be safer, and you might be happier with the quality of your work. 

 

Choose the Right Tool for the Job 

Misuse of tools, such as using a screwdriver or file as a pry bar, can sometimes cause considerable 
trouble. Problems can also result from using tools that are not the right size for the job. A common 
mistake is using a wrench that is the wrong size for the nut, or one with a handle that is too short. 
This can result in scraped knuckles or a broken wrench. If you are on a ladder when the wrench 
slips, you could be seriously injured. 

Don’t take chances. Get the right tool, even if it takes a few minutes longer. You’ll probably save 
time in the long run and avoid hurting yourself. 

 

Use Tools That Are in Good Condition 

Worn or broken tools generally do not work well, and they can be dangerous. For example, a loose 
hammer head could fly off the handle and strike someone. A screwdriver with a worn or broken tip 
could slip. Dull cutting tools can require more force, take longer to cut and could slip, which can 
increase your risk of injury. 

Inspect hand tools before you use them. If they are broken or worn, replace them immediately. Keep 
blades sharp to make cutting easier and to avoid having the blade slip. 

 

Use Tools Properly 

Hand tools are designed to be used in a certain way for a specific purpose. Misuse can damage the 
tool, result in poor quality work and lead to an injury. 

Tips for safe hand tool use: 

• Use appropriate personal protective equipment (safety glasses, gloves, etc.). 

• Pull rather than push wrenches. 

• Use the full handle of a hammer for better control. 

• Always cut away from yourself. 



 
 

 

• Never use screwdrivers, files, chisels and similar tools as pry bars. 

• Never substitute a wrench or other tool for a hammer. 

• Select ergonomically designed tools to help reduce strain and repetitive motion injuries. 

• Never work on moving parts or energized electrical equipment. 

• Place parts and materials in a vice or on a sturdy work surface instead of holding them in 
your hands. 

• Keep a firm grip on the tool and good footing to avoid slips and falls. 

• Use non-sparking tools when working near flammable materials, or move to a safer 
locations. 

 

Carry and Store Tools Safely 

Keep sharp edges and cutting blades covered and hold them away from you. 

Use a toolbox or belt to carry tools. Don’t carry them in your pockets. Keep the toolbox organized so 
you can easily find the tool you need without being cut. 

If someone wants to borrow a tool, hand it to them handle first. Never throw it. 

Store tools in a safe place when you are finished using them to avoid tripping or having them fall 
from overhead. 

 


