
 
 

Some people believe that backing accidents cause only minor damage. Unfortunately, this isn't true! There 
have been backing accidents that have caused fatalities. We can be thankful that fatalities are rare, but 
backing accidents often cause personal injury and thousands of dollars in property damage. Clearly, we must 
do everything we can to prevent backing accidents. 

 
There is a simple reason why we continue to have backing accidents: drivers of vehicles cannot see directly 
behind the vehicle by using their rearview and side mirrors or by turning their head and looking out the back 
window. Nevertheless, backing accidents continue to be caused by drivers who believe otherwise. 

 
All backing accidents are chargeable/at fault accidents to the driver. They are not defensible. There is not 
acceptable excuse for this type of accident. The law states that “No vehicle shall back up or make a turn in a 
street , if by so doing it interferes with other vehicles, but shall go around a block or street sufficiently wide to 
turn in it without backing”. Not seeing the other driver, may be a cause, but is not an excuse. 

 
Why do Backing Accidents Occur: 
1. Driver fails to see the other vehicle behind. 2. Failing to continuously look behind. 
3. “Assuming” the other driver will stop for you. 4. “Assuming” you have the right of way. 

 
How can you avoid Backing Accidents: 
1. Attempt to look continuously at where you are backing. Do not assume the other driver will see you or will 
yield to you. Remember, you are blocking the right of way of that other vehicle. 
2· When backing – go slowly – so if you do hit something, you can stop quickly without causing major damage 
or personal injury. 
3· Don’t back if you can’t see what’s behind you, attempt to get someone to guide you, or lastly, go very, very 
slowly. 
4· When stopping or parking initially, attempt to stop / park in such a way that backing will not be required. 

 
Despite the inconvenience or the extra time it takes, always look behind the vehicle before backing. Back up 
only when you are sure the way is clear. 

 
Blind Spots 

 
Always check your blind spot 

 
When driving, keep your eyes constantly moving, scanning the road ahead and 
to the side. Check your mirrors every five seconds or so. When using mirrors 
there is an area on each side of your vehicle where you cannot see. You may 
not see people or vehicles when they are in these spots. 

 
Make sure you see other drivers and they can see you by doing the following: 

 
• Keep a clear view when driving. Do not put anything in your windows that 
will block your view. 
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• The windows should not be coated with any material that keeps you from seeing out in any direction. 
Neither should the windshield or front door windows be coated to keep someone from seeing inside the 
vehicle. 

• Check and adjust your mirrors and find your blind spots. Check your blind spots by turning your head to 
look over your shoulder before changing lanes, passing, turning or before opening your door when 
parked next to traffic. 

• When making a lane change, check your mirrors for a space in traffic where you can enter safely. 
Check your blind spot by looking over your shoulder in the direction of the lane change. Signal when 
you want to move left or right. Check again to make sure the way is clear and steer gradually into the 
new lane, maintaining the same speed or gently increase it. 

• Stay out of other driver's blind spots, especially large vehicles like trucks. 
• Take extra care to make sure the way is clear behind you when backing up. 

 
Always remember that vehicle safety starts with you the operator. 


